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EXCOMMUNICATION. 
(Concluded from page 21.) 


That there is one infinite and immutable 
God: this no reasonable person nor society 
will pretend to deny,(for I cannot believe ina 
limited God) this the works of creation alone 
demonstrate; and notonly they, but the Holy 
Scriptures.do testify to the same. How to in- 
fer from such premises, that God, whois de- 
clared to be love, has from or before the world 
sprang from non-existence, by his immutable 
decrees doomed a part of his intelligent crea- 
tion to unceasing and the most excruciating 
torture, for crimes that were decreed they 
should do, is unreconcileable to reason and 
the oracles of God ; and for me, (for I mean 
to be an honest person) therefore, I came to 
this conclusion, that God being infinite, pos- 
sessed wisdom to plan and power to e.vecute ; 
for he has declared, that “ he worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will.’?— 
And finding it recorded in the sacred volume, 
that it “ is his will that all men should be sav- 
ed and come to the knowledge of the truth ;” 
I must believe in the salvation of all men fi- 
nally, or else his will must be revoked, and his 





infinity cease to be. Furthermore, it is de- 
clared in the Scriptures, “ The ransom was! 
for all men, to be testified in due time.”? And, 
likewise Paul declares, thet “ Christ tasted | 
death forevery man,” and will this be ineffect-| 
ual? It is declared, when speaking of the 
dissolution of this mortal system, that “ the | 
body returns to dust, and the spirit to God, 
who gave it ;” and it isadded, that Christ in| 
his prayer to the Father hath declared, that as' 
‘the Father hath given him power over all: 
flesh that he should give eternal life to as, 
many, as thou hast given him.” Brethren, | 
should it be asked, How many are given him?, 
it is answered, “ God, who at sundry times| 
and in divers manners, spake in times past un- 
to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these! 
last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he! 
hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
also he made the worlds.” Sisters, should 
further evidence be asked, I will appeal to the! 





oracles of Divine truth ; God, by the prophet 
Ezekiel hath declared, “ .4/l souls are mine.” 
Christ to the Father sayeth, “ ll thine are 


) * . . . "" . 
mine, and mine are thine: ‘The Father say- 


eth, “ Ask of me, and I will give the heathen 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth thy possession.” 

Brethren and sisters, Am I, for believing all 
these united testimonies, to be called an he- 
retic ? Am I to be set at naught, and be call- 
ed a fool, for believing the “ restitution of all 
things. which God hath spoken by the mouth 
of all hisholy prophets since the world began. 
Am | to be calumniated and called a back- 
slider, for believing that “ Jesus Christ is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world?” I 
believe that God hath a will, and that will is 
not to be determined by men; “ for he work- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own 
will.” Ibelieve, also, there is a mystery in 
his will, and the apostle Paul informs us what 
it is: “ Having made known unto us the mys- 
tery ofhis will according to his good pleasure, 
which he hath purposed in himself, that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven andon earth even in 
him.” Brethren and sisters, ask yourselves 
the question. Do you, withthe apostles, be- 
lieve in the fulness of times? Let your con- 
sciences answer. Again, it is added, that 
« God will have all men to be saved and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth ; for there is 
one God and one Mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus whe gave himselfa 
ransom forall, to be testified in due time.”— 
Dear brethren and sisters, i have received ad : 
monitiens from this charch ; beth by werd and 
by letter, accusing me of heresy, and accom- 
panied with a passage of scripture which. was 
once repeated to mein this church, after de- 
claring my sentiment; of which | attempted 
to give an explanation, but was prohibited, and 
told there was no time for argument: and in 
consequence of being prohibited my explana- 
tion at that time, | feel itincumbenteon me to 
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give you my opinion of the passage in writing : 
the words are these: “If you die in your 
sins, where [ go ye cannot come.”* Now in 
order to give the true meaning of this passage 
of scripture, I shall quote to you the follow- 

from John, xiii. 33. “ Little children, 
yet a little while I am with you, ye shall seek 
me, and as I said unto the Jews, whither I go 
ye cannot come; sonow I say to you. And 
in the 36th verse, Simon Peter said unto him, 
Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered 
him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me 
now, but thou shall follow me afterwards.”— 
These words are direct in point, to prove that 
the apostles, as well as the unbelieving Jews, 
could not follow Christ then; but that they 
should follow him hereafter. Christ told the 
Jews, ‘ Behold, your house is left unto you 
desolate ;” and then adds, “for I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see me henceforth till ye 
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” For further proof of the 
restoration of that part of Israel, that was 
broken off through unbelief, I request you all 
to read the eleventh chapter of Romans, for it 
is there declared, that “ all should be saved.” 

Ihave only stated a very small part of the 
trial of my mind on the change of my senti- 
ment ; being afraid of wearying your patience. 
But if you would wish further experience on 
the subject, if the Lord will, I will endeavor 
to give a full explanation hereafter; if my 
mind should continue to be under the same 
exercises that it now is. But, dear brethren 
and sisters, if I should see my former senti- 
ment to be true, I never can confess but what 
my heart and soul were sincere in writing this 
letter to you. 

Now, witha short address, I will conclude. 
Dear brethren and sisters, although there is a 
separating line drawn between us here on this 
earthly ball, yet I feel, when Christ gathers to- 
gether the sinful race of man, that [ shall 
strike those heavenly notes, the song of praise 
and adoration to the Lord that liveth for ever 
and ever, together with you and the remaining 
souls which he has made. Lest [should wea- 
ry your patience, I will conclude with halle- 
lujah to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
and good will to men. 


“* fs there ambition in my heart ? 
Search, gracious God, and see. 
Or do! act a haughty part: ; 
Lord,! appeal tothee.” MARY MATHEWSON. 
Probably John viii. 21, 


. ‘ 
= 


‘here ig no such passage, 
is intended. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


> The following from our respected correspondent, 
‘“TnauIRER AFTER T'TUTH,” 
ed, and we cheerfully give it to our readers. 


we have just receiv- 
It is on 
an important subject ; and although we have alrea- 
dy published considerable on it, our readers will be 
well paid for giving the following communication a 


thorough reading. 

ILLUSTRATION OF 2 THES. 

“ Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.” 

There is no portion of scripture, on which I 
once placed more dependence, in proof of the 
doctrine of everlasting misery, than the one 
just quoted. Presuming, that the reasons 
which have induced me to change my views 
of it, may be of some use in convincing others, 
that itaffords no support to the doctrine, I shall 
briefly state them for their candid considera- 
tion. ‘They will be seen perhaps to most ad- 
vantage, by considering, who the persons were, 
said to be punished ; The time when this pun- 
ishment took place,—And the nature and du- 
ration of it. A consideration of these three 
things, will lead us to bring the whole context 
into view in the course of our remarks. Let us 
then consider. 

ist. Who the persons were, who Paul said 
should be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion? A correct understanding of the passage 
depends on our ascertaining this. Most peo- 
ple would say, the persons to be punished with 
everlasting destruction, are all the wicked.— 
But the passage does not declare any such 
thing, though in quoting some parts of it, per- 
sons frequently introduce the word all as an 
no doubt to support their own 
The whole 


addition to it, 
views the more strongly from it. 
chapter makes mention of three, and only of 
three classes of persons, and one of these are 
the persons, who are said to be punished with 
everlasting destruction. 

Ist. The chapter makes mention of Paul 
and Sylvanus, and Timotheus, as is seen from 
verse Ist. The two latter persons were with 
Paul when he wrote the epistle, and his men- 
tioning them along with himself, accounts for 
his speaking throughout the chapter in the plu- 
ral number. See verses 3, 4,7, 10,11. But, 
as they could not be the persons to whom a re- 
ference is made verse 9th, And who are said 
to be punished with everlasting destructioa, it 
does not deserve further notice. 

2d. Another class of persons mentioned in 
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the chapter, are the believing Thessalonians, 
or the church of God to whom Paul wrote this 
and the preceding Epistle. ‘This church was 
composed of believing Jews and Geutiles, as 
is learned from the two Epistles and from 
Acts xvii. But as no one would contend, that 
they are the persons mentioned verse 9th, and 
said to be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion, we are spared the labor of any remarks 
respec'ing this. 

5d. The third, and only other class of per- 
sons mentioned in the chapter we must endea- 
vor to ascertain, for whoever they were, they 
are the persons who in verse 9th, are said to 
be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord. It is necessary 
then, that we examine this with scrupulous | 
care and attention. 
sons? If there be any difficulty now, in ascer- 
taining who these persons were, there could 
not be any in the daysof the apostles. The 
apostle and the Thessalonians, to their pain- 
ful experience knew who the persons were, 
for they were those who troubled them as men- 


Who then were the per- 


tioned verse 6th, and from whom their perse- 
cutions and tribulations arose, verse 4th. Un- 





killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, 
and have persecuted us; and they please not 
God and are contrary to all men.” 

Though these things are sufficient, in estab- 
lishing, that the unbelieving Jews are the per- 
sons whom the Apostle had in view, and who 
were to be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion, yet by attending to the whole chapter, 
we shall find conclusive evidence of it. Paul 
throughout the chapter, speaks of the two last 
classes of persons, the Thessalonian believers 
and the persons from whom they suffered.— 
Let us 

Ist. Review the whole chapter briefly, and 
see what he says concerning the Thessalonian 
Christians. . In verse 3, Paul and those with 
him thank God because their faith grew ex- 
ceedingly, and the charity of every one of 
them all toward each other abounded. They 
glorified in them in the churches of God, for 
their patience, and faith in all the persecu- 
tions and tribulations which they endured.— 
See verse 4: and the Apostle counted them 
worthy of the kingdom of God for which they 
suffered, verse 5; And they are informed 
verse 6th, that God would recompence tribu- 


less we contend, that they did not know who! lation to those who were troubling them. What 
were their persecutors, we must conclude, that) this trouble was is. seen Png verse 4, and 
this third class of persons were well known to| Acts xvii. 5—9, to be the persecutions endured 
Paul and the Thessalonians. IRfwe then c:n by them. Compare also 1 Thes. 11. 14—17:> 
ascertain with certainty, who persecuted the| At verse 10 he informs them of Christ’s com- 
, prays that they may 
persons are, said verse 9th to be punished with | be counted worthy of his cailing, and that 
everlasting destruction from the presence of Christ might be glorified in dee. Such is a 
the Lord. Who then were they ? Can this be| brief outline of the things which are mention- 
ascertained ? We answer yes, with mathe-/ed in the chapter concerning the Thessaloni- 
matical, yea, with Scripture certainty. Wej/ans, and the sufferings which they endured. 
shall proceed with care to show this. Let us now, 

it is easily seen by consulting Lt Thes. ii.; 2d. Review the chapter, and see from whom 
14, 15, that the Thessalonians were persecu-| these sufferings were endured, for it is evi- 
ted or troubled by their own countrymen.— dent that they are the persons, who are to be 
But what ever share they had in this, it is evi- punished with everlasting destruction from 
dent that the unbelieving Jews were the chief; ‘the presence of the Lord. Let us then here 


Thessalonians, we ascertain certainly who the| Ing, and in verses 11, 12 





movers and ring-leaders in it. This is so ap- ‘ask, 

parent from Acts xvil. and particularly from} 1st. Who shall be punished with everlast- 
verses 5—7, that ne one can dispute it. We | ing destruction from the presence of the Lord ? 
think no one can have read the New-Testa-| The plain answer to the question in verse 8th. 
ment, but must have seen, that the unbeliev-| They are those “ that know not God and that 
ing Jews were the unwearied persecutors of obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Chtist.” 
Christians, in all places where they found;That this can occasion no difficulty to my 
them, as well as at Thessalonica. That they | views, is self evident, for the unbelieving per- 
were the persecutors of the Apostles and ofthe;secuting Jews, certainly did not know God 
‘Thessalonian christians is certain, for it is said| nor obey the gospel of Christ. Had they 
in the last epistle, Chap. 1. 15, “ who hath! known God, and obeyed tbe gospel, they would 
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nut have persecuted the Thessalonian Chris- 
tians. Accordingly our Lord told his disci- 
ples. John xvi. 3, “ These things will they do 
unto you, because they have not known the 
Father ner me.” But we think it even affords 
some evidence that my view is correct, for the 
recompencing tribulation to them, or taking 
vengeance on them that know not God and 
obey not the gospel of Christ, is called, and 
that in reference to the temporal punishment 
of the Jews.—* the cays of vengeance that all 
things which are written may be fulfilled.” 
Luke xxi. 22, Compare also Luke xvii. 7, 8. 
Romans xit. 10. Rev. vi. 10, and xix. 2. hat 
the vengeance to be taken on them that know 
not God, and who shall be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction, refers to the same persons 
and to the same punishment will not be ques- 
tioned, The connexion between the 8th and 
9th verses, clearly decide this. 

Qd. At verse 6th, it is said, “ Seeing it isa 
righteous thing with God to recompense tri- 
bulation to them that trouble you.” ‘This part 
of the context affords some additional evi- 
dence, that the unbelieving persecuting Jews 
are the persons spoken of throughout the pas- 
sage, and who were to be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, What God is here said to recompense, 
is called tribulation, and in Mat. xxiv. 29, the 
temporal misery which God was to bring on 
them is expressly called tribulation, and 
« wreat tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor 
ever shall be.” Verse 21. Paul and our Lord 
speaking of the same people, and of the same 
punishment, use the same or similar language. 
This we merely notice as a coincidence of 
language, which conspired in connexion with 
the other circumstances, corroborates the 
views we are advaucing from this passage. By 
troubling or persecuting Christ’s disciples, 
the Jews were to fill upthe measure of their 
fathers, and thus bring on themselves such un- 
heard of tribulations, as are described by our 
Lord. Mat. xxiv. and alluded to by the apos- 
tle in this passage. 

$d. Observe further, that at verse 5th, it 
is said “ which is a manifest token of the 
righteous judgment of God.” A question 
naturally occurs from these words,—what 1s a 
manifest token of the righteous judgment of 
God? The obvious answer to this question is 
found inverse¢4, The persecutions and tribu- 





lations the Thessalonians endured were a 
manifest token of the righteous judgment of 
God. -But this only provokes another question, 
A manifest token of the righteous judgment 
of God upon whom ? The answer to this ques- 
tion we have in verse 6th already noticed. 
« Seeing it isa righteous thing with God to 
recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
you.” Whoever troubled or persecuted the 
Thessalonians, their persecutions was a mani- 
fest token of the righteous judgment of God te 
the persecutors; or as it is expressed in Phil. 
1, 28, «which is to them an evident token of 
perdition.” Compare the whole of the pas- 
sage with the one before us. In both, the ad- 
versaries or persecutors of Christians are thie 
persons spoken of, and the similarity of the 
language is apparent. What is called, “a 
manifest token” in the one, is in the other 
called, “an-evident token ;”? and what is call!- 
ed perdition in the one, is in the other termed 
“the righteous judgment of God.” But it may 
probably be asked here, how were the per- 
secutions of the unbelieving Jews a manifest 
or evident token of perdition, or the righteous 
judgment of God upon them; and how did it 
become a righteous thing with God thus tore- 
compense tribulation to them? 
questions are answered by Mat. xxiii. 34, 35, 
36. “ Wherefore, behold, I send unto you pro- 
phets, and wise men, and scribes; and some 
of them ye shall kill and crucify ; and some of 
them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 
persecute them from city to city: That upon 
you may come all the righteous blood shed upon 
the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, 
whom ye slew between the temple and the al- 
tar. Verily I say unto you, all these things 
shall come upen this generation.” Let it be 
noticed here, that the unbelieving Jews perse- 
cuted or troubled the Thessalonians. They 
were then pursuing the very course our Lord 
predicted in these verses, and by which they 
were to fill up the measure of their fathers. 
Such a course of conduct, was an evident or 
manifest token, that upon them should come 
all the righteous blood shed upon the earth. 
Or, as Paul in his Ist epistle tothe Thessalo- 
nians, chap. ii. 16, says of them.—* Forbidding 
is to speak to the Gentiles, that they might be 
saved, to fill up their sin always ; for the wrath 
is come, (or rather coming) upon them to the 
uttermost.” Was God unrighteous to take 


Both of these 
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vengeance on such a nation as this, who had 
killed his prophets, crucified the Lord of glory, 
persecuted his apostles and disciples, pleased 
not God and were contrary to all men? Sure- 
ly not, for even ‘Titus, according to Josephus, 
allowed, that unless the righteous vengeance 
of God had fallen on such a generation of wick- 
ed men he never could have taken the city. 
Aw Iyquirer AFrer Trutu. 

( To be continued.) 
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EVANGELIST. 

We have had the opportunity, withina few 
days of perusing the first number of a work 
bearing the above title and published in Hart- 
tord, Con.— The design of this publication is to 
maintain and propagate the doctrine of endless 
misery and those sentiments which are pecu- 
liar to whatis termed Oxrruopoxy. In the 
second number of the Evancetist, is found an 
article headed 

“THE PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD THE 
INFLICTING ETERNAL PUNISH- 
> 


REASON OF ils 
MENT ON HIS FOES.’ 

The writer, considering it necessary that he 
should show something like scripture authority 
for the sentiments he was about to advance, 
selected the following portions of scripture, on 
which the reasons, assigned, for the PERFECT 
niGHrzeousness of Gop in making his foes end- 
lessly miserable, should be predicated. 

« For trueand righteous are his judgments— 
Her smoke rose up forever and ever.” 

Rev. xix. 2, 5. 

The writer now prepared for business _pro- 
poses to discuss the subject in the following 
order—Ist, By endeavoring to show, “ that 
God will punish his incorrigible enemies for- 
ever and ever’’—and 2d, “that he will do this, 


because of the perfect rectitude of his govern- | 
We are informed that “ in judging of 


~ment.”” 
the truth of the first of these propositions, it 
is important that we divest ourselves of all 
extraneous influence, and consent to go ho- 
nestly and humbly to the oracles of God”— 
and that we should be willing in our inquiries 
after truth, to go to the revelation he has given 
us; and to go, notin a querulous, captious 
spirit, but with the simple child like intent 
of determining what this revelation is.” The 
advice is good and ought to be received and 





most religiously adopted by all who profess to 
venerate the scriptures as the gift of God, and 
as containing the word of everlasting truth and 
life. But hasthe writer practisedthis humble and 
child like disposition which he has recommend 
ed to others, and is he honestly disposed to re- 
ceive what the oracles of God, declare on this 
alj#ffportant subject,to which he has called our 
attention? We are inclined to think that he 
has nor divested himself of that “ extraneous 
influence,”’ nor suffered himself to yield to 
those particular feelings which he considers 
necessary to obtain the knowledge of the truth, 
but has rather exercised that “ querulous,”’ and 
‘captious spirit,’ which is directly opposed to 
child like simplicity, and with cunning crafti- 
ness has attempted to bend the divine word to 
support his preconceived opinions. ‘The rea- 
son, we have for thinking, that this writer has 
not acted in conformity to his own advice, is, 
his selecting, as the foundation, on which he 
rests the propriety of his sentiment, that, “ the 
perfect righteousness of God,” is the reason 
of his inflicting eternal punishment on his foes, 
“two short sentences of scripture, one com- 
mencing the 2d verse,and the other the closing 
sentence of the 3d verse, leaving entirely out 
of sight the intermediate parts of thdse verses, 
and by endeavoring, from this arrangement of 
the sentences, to impress upon the mind of the 
reader the idea, that the scriptures do autho- 
rise the belief that the righteousness of God 
does require the eternal misery of his foes. 

The reader by recurring to the 19th chap- 
ter of Revelations will find that the nrcwrrovs 
judgments of God, spoken of by John, were 
the destruction of the papal authority, usur- 
pation and power. The whole chapter is « 
Song of Triumph over the beast or antichris- 
tian power, and Ecclesiastical authority.—No 
one therefore, who was notunder “ extrane- 
ous influence” would think of carrying into 








eternity, and of endeavoring to prove the cter- 


nal misery of the wicked, by passages which 


were directly applied by the writer, to the 


judgments of God in the world, onan ido!- 


atrous and antichristian church, which had 
usurped power and authority over the minds 
and consciences of men. However Protest- 
ants may believe in the righteous destruction 
of the Motruer of Hantors—the mystery of 
iniquity, yet, they have never believed, that 
the misguided and ignorant multitude, deceivy- 


ed by the cunning craftiness of the priesthood, 
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would be made endlessly miserable. Can then 
the writer in the evANGELIST, have been gov- 
cerned by the spirit and disposition which he 
recommends, as the means of obtaining a cor- 
rect knowledge of the oracles of God when he 
mutilated the 2 and 3 verses of the xix ch. of 
Rev.—and endeavored to carry into eternity 
those judgments of God, which were confined 
to the destruction ef the antichristian or Ro- 
mish church, orin other words, the destruction 
of false doctrine and error, Ecclesiastical su- 
perstition and authority. 

The writer, in advising us, observes. “ None 
certainly can be justified in rejecting the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment because it is pain- 
ful to them. It may be painful, and yet true ;” 
* Nor can any be justified in rejecting this 
doctrine, because they have imbibed prejudices 
against it,and wish it were not true. It may 
be true their prejudices and wishes notwith- 
standing ; and if it is, neither the one or the 
other will prevent its going into complete 
and dreadful effect.” We have long been of 
the opinion, that the truth of God stood inde- 
pendent of our prejudices, wishes, thoughts or 
belief—and that however men might turn, 
twist, or bend the scriptures, yet they could 
not effect the truth, as it is in God, or alter or 
change it in any degree, whatsoever, it there- 
fore follows of course, that if the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation be true, whatever may be 
men’s prejudices against it; however disagree- 
able it may be to their preconceived opinions ; 
contrary to their wishes, and disagreeable to 
their feelings, that others should be made as 
happy as themselves, nevertheless, it may be 
true; and if true, all their prejudices, opposi- 
tion, and wishes cannot alter or change it. Nor 
ought we to “ fritter passages,” on which 
we suppose the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion torest. ‘ For when we have done this, 
we have altered nothing. “ No reader, done 
nothing, altered nothing, for truth stands in- 
dependent of us, and all wecan do, and it will 
be eternally and unchangeably the same, with- 
out variableness or shadow of turning. We 
may then as well submit, first as last, to the 
voice of truth and not set up our prejudices and 
foolish wishes against it. 

The writer in the Evancexist, having en- 
structed usin the way or manner, in which we 
are to go to the oraches of God to receive the 
knowledge of the truth, next proceeds to bring 
forth passages of scripture in proof of his opi- 





nion that the eternal misery, of the foes of God, 
is consistent with his righteousness. Before 
we follow, the writer of the article in ques- 
tion through the passages he has selected in 
proof of endless misery, we will endeavor to 
show by plain scripture testimony, that the 
idea that God will inflict eternal misery on 
his foes, is totally inconsistent with the in- 
structionswhich he has given us in his word,and 
that rule of conduct which our Heavenly Fa- 
ther has required us to adopt. We are ex- 
horted by the apostle Paul, Rom. xii, 21. “ not 
to be overcome by Evit, but to overcome Evir. 
with Goov.”? That is, if men are ever so evil 
or base towards us, and labor to injure us, not 
tohe overcome bythe evil, and suffer a_re- 
vengeful feeling to arise in our hearts, which 
will induce us to render evil for evil; but to 
render good for evil, and thus overcome the 
evil disposed man by our goodness and kind- 
ness to him. Paulin the 20th verse of the 
same chapter requires us, if our enemy be hun- 
gry, to feed him; if thirsty, to give him drink; 
if naked to clothe him; and informs us, that by 
so doing we shall heap coals of fire on his 
head, and the Lord will reward us. Impor- 
tant questions now arise in the mind. By what 
spirit does a man comply with the injunctions 
of the apostle to overcome evil with good? Is 
it the spirit of Gop which enables us to rise 
above the evils that others do unto us, and re- 
turn them good for evil, or is it the Sprrrr of 
the Devin ? If it be the spirit of God, that pro- 
duces this long suffering and kindness, which 
enables us to overcome the evil in others by 
doing good, is not that spirit, arighteous spirit, 
and is it not righteous that we should thus o- 
vercome the evilinourenemy? If righteous- 
ness requires the salvation of the enemy by 
overcoming the evil in his heart by acts of kind- 
ness and mercy, how can it be a righteous 
thing to dothe very reverse, suffering ourselves 
to be overcome by the evil, and indulging in 
our own hearts the same malignant passions 
that we condemn in ourenemy? If then, man, 
governed bythe spirit of God, will feed his en- 
emy and overcome evil with good, can we ra- 
tionally believe, that ne, who has required this 
of us, will act towards his enemies entirelydif- 
erent, and instead of overcoming evil with 
good, will suffer himself to be overcome with 
evil, perpetuate evil to all eternity, and make 
his enemies eternally miserable; and if his 
enemy be hungry, will he not feed him, 
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except it is with fire and brimstone, or if his 
enemy be thirsty,willhe not give him drink,ex- 
cept it is by pouring the liquid lava down his 
parched throat. Yet this violation, on the part 
of the Deity, ofall that righteousness which he 
requires of us, is considered by the writer in 
the Evangelist, as perfect righteousness in God. 
Does he believe that righteousness inGod is dif- 
ferent in its nature and requirement, from 
righteousness inman. Nay, soentirely different 
that what is righteous in God would be malig- 
nancy in man and justly censurable by the di- 
vine law, and that while it would be wicked- 
ness in us to render evil for evil, it is righte- 
ousness with God to render an eternal evil on 
his enemies ? 

Lest the directions of the apostle, should not 
be considered as sufficient authority we will 
present the testimony and injunctions of Christ 
on this subject. Hesays. “ But I say unto 
you, love your enemies, do good to them that 
hate you,” see Matt. v.44, 45. While the 
blessed Redeemer thus directs, or rather com- 
mands us, he gives the reason why we should 
thus act. Namely that we might be the chil- 
dren of our Father which is in Heaven. But 
can we prove ourselves to be the children of 
God, by loving our enemies and doing g good, if 
God neither lov es his enemies, nor is disposed | 


to do themanyg rood, but in his righteous govern- 


ment designs to render them éternallymicers- 
ble! While the Saviour commands us to love 
our enemies, and tells us that we should be 
like God in sodoing. He informs us what our 
Heavenly Father does. “ He maketh his sun 
to rise on the evil and on the good. and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust.” Luxe, 


traneous influence,” can believe from the pas- 
sages adduced that God will punish his ene- 
mies without mercy, and that it will be righ- 
teous in him to make his foes endlessly mis- 
erable, while the rule of righteousness, which 
he has given us, requires that we should love 
our enemies, pray for them, and do them good. 
The man, who can draw such inferences from 
the plain and explicit passages we have selec- 
ted, which inform us that God is kind to the 
unthankful andto the evil, and that he maketh 
his sun to shine on the evil and on the good, 
must have a good deal of “ extraneous infirr- 
ence” about him, and no small share of preju- 
dice. 

Having shown the absurdity of the idea that 
the PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS Of God,is the rea- 
son why God will inflict eternal misery on his 
foes, we will, in the next number, proceed to 
notice those passages which the writer has pro- 


duced in proof of endless misery. 
catia 


MISSIONARY CAUSE. 

Pious Fraud.—The following statement of 
facts may be relied on as true, and capable of 
legal proof. 

The Rey. Mr. ,a settled minister in the 
South Association of Litchfield county, in his 











in his 6th chapter 35th verse, represents Jesus 
as speaking thus. 


ordinary performance of the professional duty 
of a clergyman, was particularly zealous in the 
missionary cause, begging with uncommon 
zeal and success “ for the treasury of the Lord,” 
as he, by way of comparison, calls the ‘T'rea- 
sury of the Foreign Missionary Society. His 
congregation, consisting of plain and intel- 
ligent people of industrious and frugal ha- 
bits, were inclined to no extremity of opinion 
or conduct, having been taught “to walk in 


« But love your enemies | the good old way,” under the pastoral instruc- 


and do geod, and lend, hoping for nothing ga. tion of a sensible, pious, and venerable divine 
cain 3 and your reward shall be great, and ye of the old school. 


shall be the children of the highest: for he is| 


kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.” 
Observe reader, the Saviour says your re- 

ward shall be great, if you love your enemies | 

and do them good ; and i in addition to this re-| 


Among the various othertxpedients to which 
this Rey. clergyman resorted to gather money, 
was the following. <A sewing meeting, for Uie 
females of his parish, was appointed at tie 
house of the Rev. Pastor. Pursuant to notice 


ward, you shall be called the children of the given, a numerous collection of ladies conven- 


highest. But why shall vou be thus calied? 
Because you will he like God, doing as God. 
does; for he is kind to the unthaniiioh and to! 


‘ed. After they were well employed in the 
business and object of their meeting, the Rey. 
Clergyman proposed they should make a con- 











ie evil just as you are required tobe. W ho, tr ibution for missionary purpeses and produced 
(hen, going to the oracles of God with a hum -| the missionary box, accompanied with some 
ble and child like disposition to obtain infor- pen remarks on the utility and duty of give- 


mation, and has divested himself of all * ea- jing to the missionary cause, as were appropriate. 
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Most of the ladies present expressed their wil- 
lingness to give, but alleged they did not ex- 
pect acontribution, and were unprepared. ‘To 
this the Rev. Clergyman replied, that the cir- 
cumstance of their having no money made no 
difference, as each lady disposed to give could 
signify on a piece of paper the sum she was 
willing to give, and deposit this paper in the 
missionary box, and afterwards, as should be 
convenient, pay to him the amount expressed 
on the paper to be paid. By his assistance, 
each stipulated on paper the amount she was 
willing to pay, and these papers or tickets were 
received by the Rev. Clergyman, and deposited 
in the missionary box. 

The ladies called from time to time and paid 
the sums respectively engaged to be paid, but 
did not take up the papers or tickets. 

Atthis time a young gentleman of respecta- 
ble family and connections in that town, was 
pursuing a course of classical study at the Rev. 
Gentleman’s house, under his direction. This 
Rev.Clergyman one day observed to this young 
gentleman, that the ladies of the parish had 
engaged, on paper, to pay several small sums, 
as before mentioned, but HAD NOT paid the 
sums so promised, and recommended to the 
young gentleman to pay the sums by each lady 
subscribed, and take up the tickets, as matter 
of politeness and gallantry to the ladies. To 
this the young man consented, and actually paid 
the amount to the Rev. Clergyman, and received 
trom him the tickets. 

Such are the facts, and as they furnish some 
new and profitable ideas on the subject ofreceiv- 
ing money for missionary purposes, it is believ- 
ed important to the “friends of missions” that 
they should receive publicity. They certainly 
furnish valuable hints to the carnal world how 
‘o dispose of satisfied paper contracts to advan- 
tage-—.Imerican Lagle. 





BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


With pleasure we inform the readers of the 
‘lessenger that we have received a few copies 
of the above justly esteemed and valuable 
work, which we recommend fo our friends who 
are desirous of obtaining correct views of those 
passages of scripture in which the word Hell 
oceurs, and which have been, and still are used 
by believers in endless misery to prove that 
aoctrine. 

‘Those, who wish to purchase this work, will | 
do wellte call, immediately, at the office of the} 





Messenger of Peace, 


‘ 








PORTRY. 

PRY. 

FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
PITY. 


How lovely in the arch of heayen, 





Appears yon sinking orh of light, 
As darting through the shades of even, 
It gilds the rising shades of night! 
Yet brighter, fairer, shines the teary 
That trickles o'er misfortune’s bier. 


Sweet isthe murmur of the gale, 
That whispers through the snmmer groye ; 
Soft is the tone of friendship’s tale, 
And softer still the voice of love : 
Yet softer far the tears that flow 
To mourn—to soothe another’s woe 


Is there a spark in earthly mould 
Fraught with one ray of heav’nly fire ? 

Does man one trait of virtue hold, 
Which even angels must admire? 

That spark is Pity’s radiant glow ; 

That trait, the tear for other’s woe! 


To sink in nature’s last decay, 

Without a friend to mourn the fall— 
To mark its embers die away, 

Deplor’d by none—unwept by all— 
This, this is sorrow’s darkest hour, 
Where tempests beat, and thunders roar. 


Take wealth—I know its paltry worth ; 
Take honor—it will pass away ; 

Take power—lI scorn the bounded earth ; 
Take pomp—its trappings soon decay ; 

But spare me, grant me Pity’s tear 

To soothe my woe, and mourn my bier. 


Wicd, 


In this City, on the 13th inst. Mr.WELcome Porter, 
aged 44 years. 

At Hillsdale, onthe 20th inst. Miss Manta Hovseg, 
daughter of Mr. Jacob House,aged 17 years. 


RURAL REPOSITORY. 


Proposals have just been issued by Wini1aM B. 
STODDARD, for publishing a semi-monthly paper, to be 
entitled the “* RuraL RFposiTory,” at One Dollar per 
annum, payable in advance. The work is designed for 
the instruction and amusement of youth, and will con- 








tain selections from the most approved literary journals 
that can be obtained, and the articles consist of that 
varietywhich will suit the taste and genius of its patrous. 
Subscriptions received at the Office of the MessENGER 
oF PEACE, 
a. 

Those persons holding subscription papers for the 
** Messenger of Peace,” are once more requested to send, 
immediately, the names of the subscribers they have 
obtained, that they may be supplied with their papers. 
—————————— ———————————————— 

PUBLISHED SEMI-MONTHLY, AT $1 PER ANNUM, 
PAYABLE IN ADVANCE,AT THE OFFICE OF THE 
MESSENGER OF PEACE, NO. 135, CORNER 
OF WARREN AND THIRD-STRECLTS. 








